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NEW SOUTHWEST LIBRARY

• Introduction of Case 

• Summary of Application

• Overview of requested relief

1. Vehicular and long term bicycle parking

2. Lot Occupancy

3. Screening

DCPL NEW SOUTHWEST LIBRARY // 04.11.2018PERKINS+WILL / TURNER CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 2



EXISTING LIBRARY / BACKGROUND

• Market Place

• Children Services

• Adult Services

• Multiple Meeting Spaces 

• Staff 

• Building Services

Diverse Population of adults, 
young childrens, teens and seniors
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EXISTING LIBRARY / LIMITATIONS

• Outlived its functionality

• Program spaces disjointed, 

inadequate

• Floodplain concerns for existing 

basement

• Not up to current construction 

standards/practices

• Quality of space

SW LIBRARY PRE-DESIGN DUE DILIGENCE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES

SEPTEMBER 27, 201629

EXISTING CONDITIONS

Photo #1 The community room access is isolated from other program areas and has a ceiling height of only 9’-0” 

Photo #2 The irst loor reading room and adult services spaces 
lack natural light and the variety and type of conferencing and 
study rooms are inadequate

Photo #3 The second loor children’s services have been 
subdivided to achieve the desired functionality.  Book sale and 
staff areas are also inadequate

Photo #4 Guardrails, toilet rooms, and elevator do not meet 
accessibility standards

Photo # 5 Water damage appears at a number of columns 
between windows. 
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NEW LIBRARY / COMMUNITY NEEDS

• Welcoming entrance, canopy for weather protection, 
• Connection between the playground and the library
• Outdoor programming space

• Meeting rooms of different sizes
• Space for hosting events like book clubs 
• Acoustically appropriate meeting rooms
• Quiet spaces to study or read

• Area for children’s programs – reading stories, show 
& tell

• Exploratory kids area
• Open sight lines in the children’s area

MEETING SPACES

CHILDREN’S AREA

OUTDOOR SPACE

• Technology, more outlets and better WiFi
• More computers
• Informal areas for adults i.e., benches to have small 

conversations

OTHER FEATURES
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